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BLACK COCKATOOS — SWAN COASTAL PLAIN 

1008. Hon Dr BRAD PETTITT to the minister representing the Minister for Environment: 

I refer to the 2017 report titled Combined demographic and resource models quantify the effects of potential 
land-use change on the endangered Carnaby’s cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus latirostris) by Williams et al, otherwise 
known as the government’s population viability analysis. The report predicts a 56 per cent decline in population if 
the pines of the Gnangara Mound are removed without food replacement. I note that the Forest Products Commission’s 
2021–22 Gnangara Mound harvest will remove all remaining pines, and that the commitment to replant and maintain 
5 000 hectares of pines for Carnaby’s cockatoo habitat under the green growth plan has not been fulfilled. 

(1) Will the government monitor and report on the population of Carnaby’s cockatoos in the area? 

(2) Can the minister please provide examples of adequate replacement of the pine plantation, which 
Carnaby’s cockatoos currently depend on for food and roosting? 

(3) Can the minister please advise whether the harvest has been referred to the commonwealth for assessment 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 as a matter of national significance, 
given the expected impacts on Carnaby’s cockatoos? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The following answer is provided on behalf of the 
Minister for Environment. 

(1) The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, or DBCA, provides support towards the 
Great Cocky Count, a long-term citizen science survey coordinated by BirdLife Australia, which uses 
volunteers to count black cockatoos as they come into their evening roosts. This support consists primarily 
of assisting BirdLife Australia in coordinating the count, analysing the results presented in reports as well 
as participating in roost counts on the survey days. 

(2) There are several initiatives occurring across the Gnangara–Moore River state forest to benefit the 
environmental values of this area, including Carnaby’s cockatoo. This includes the retention of wildings—
pine trees that have germinated following the pine harvest, which, when mature, will provide a food resource 
for Carnaby’s cockatoo. DBCA has planted approximately 15 000 to 20 000 native plant seedlings in 
ex-plantation areas each year over the past five years. 

DBCA also seeks partnerships and support of industry and community groups to achieve conservation 
outcomes. For example, in 2020, DBCA partnered with the Water Corporation to revegetate a 28-hectare 
site, and with BirdLife Australia to revegetate an adjacent 25-hectare area. DBCA will continue to explore 
opportunities for such partnerships to return native vegetation to the former pine plantation, balanced with 
the primary objective of maximising groundwater recharge to provide about 40 per cent of the Perth 
metropolitan drinking water. 

In August 2020, the McGowan government released the Carbon for Conservation initiative, inviting the 
private sector to identify carbon farming opportunities within the state’s conservation reserve system. 
One of the candidate sites identified for Carbon for Conservation is the northern Swan coastal plain area, 
including areas of harvested pine planation within state forest. DBCA is currently evaluating proposals 
received through the market-led proposal policy process. 

(3) This question should be referred to the Minister for Forestry. 
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